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ual.

(a) Whenever the cognizant COTP
finds that the operations manual does
not meet the requirements of this part,
the COTP notifies the licensee, in writ-
ing, of the inadequacies in the manual.

(b) Within 45 days after the notice
under paragraph (a) of this section is
sent, the licensee must submit written
proposed amendments to eliminate the
inadequacies.

(c) The cognizant COTP reviews the
amendments and makes a determina-
tion as to the adequacy of the amend-
ments and notifies the licensee of the
determination.

(d) If the COTP decides that an
amendment is necessary, the amend-
ment goes into effect 60 days after the
COTP notifies the licensee of the
amendment.

(e) The licensee may petition the
Commandant (G-M), via the appro-
priate district office, to review the de-
cision of the COTP. In this case, the ef-
fective date of the amendment is de-
layed pending the Commandant’s deci-
sion. Petitions must be made (in writ-
ing) and presented to the COTP for for-
warding to the Commandant (G-M).

(f) If the COTP finds that a particular
situation requires immediate action to
prevent a spill or discharge, or to pro-
tect the safety of life and property, the
COTP may issue an amendment effec-
tive on the date that the licensee re-
ceives it. The COTP must include a
brief statement of the reasons for the
immediate amendment. The licensee
may petition the District Commander
for review, but the petition does not
delay the effective date of the amend-
ment.

Amending the operations man-

§150.30 Proposing an amendment to
the operations manual.

(@) The licensee may propose an
amendment to the operations manual:

(1) By submitting (in writing) the
amendment and reasons for the amend-
ments to the COTP not less than 30
days before the requested effective date
of the amendment; or

(2) If the amendment is needed imme-
diately, by submitting the amendment,
and reasons why the amendment is
needed immediately, to the COTP in
writing.
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(b) The COTP responds to a proposed
amendment by notifying the licensee,
in writing, before the requested date of
the amendment whether the request is
approved. If the request is disapproved,
the COTP includes the reasons for dis-
approval in the notice. If the request is
for an immediate amendment, the
COTP responds as soon as possible.

§150.35 How may an adjacent coastal
State request an amendment to the
operations manual?

(a) An adjacent coastal State con-
nected by pipeline to the deepwater
port may petition the cognizant COTP
to amend the operations manual. The
petition must include sufficient infor-
mation to allow the COTP to reach a
decision concerning the proposed
amendment.

(b) After the COTP receives a peti-
tion, the COTP requests comments
from the licensee.

(c) After reviewing the petition and
comments, and considering the costs
and benefits involved, the COTP may
approve the petition if the proposed
amendment will provide equivalent or
improved protection and safety. The
adjacent coastal State may petition
the Commandant (G-M) to review the
decision of the COTP. Petitions must
be made in writing and presented to
the COTP for forwarding to the Com-
mandant (G-M) via the District Com-
mander.

§150.40 Deviating from the operations
manual.

If, because of a particular situation,
the licensee needs to deviate from the
operations manual, the licensee must
submit a written request to the COTP
explaining why the deviation is nec-
essary and what alternative is pro-
posed. If the COTP determines that the
deviation would ensure equivalent or
greater protection and safety, the
COTP authorizes the deviation and no-
tifies the licensee in writing.

§150.45 Emergency deviation from
this subchapter or the operations
manual.

In an emergency, any person may de-
viate from any requirement in this sub-
chapter, or any procedure in the oper-
ations manual, to ensure the safety of
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